Trade Commissioner sought to fast-track the adoption and implementation of the revised Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) since Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand and India were expected to be among the greatest beneficiaries.4 In addition, a suspension of anti-dumping duties and the reorientation of trade-related technical assistance in areas such as sanitation and food safety standards were considered. However, more extensive tariff concessions for individual countries were not suggested because they would have contravened the rules of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), in particular the principle of non-discrimination.5 When cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar in May 2008, killing an estimated 140,000 people, the EU also provided substantial humanitarian assistance.6 It did not, however, reinstate the country's suspended trade preferences. While trade between the EU and Myanmar has never been fully banned, it was the first country that faced a withdrawal from the list of GSP countries in 1997, as a reaction to the practice of forced labour, as confirmed by the International Labour Organisation (ILO).7 The sanctions that the EU had gradually imposed on Myanmar since 1991 ranged from a visa ban and asset freeze for the leadership to an arms embargo, the partial suspension of non-humanitarian aid as well as a ban on investment and on the export of equipment for the timber and gems industries. It was only in the light of the domestic political reforms that the Burmese government began in 2011 that the EU suspended its sanctions under the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) in April 2012.8 The resumption of trade privileges, however, is less straightforward as the GSP is, following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, subject to the ordinary legislative procedure. The European Commission proposed in September 2012 to bring Myanmar, which is classified as a least developed country (LDC), into the 'Everything But Arms' (EBA) preferential trade regime. The European Parliament endorsed this proposal in May 2013, after which formal approval by the Council is required.
